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Early Homesteaders of Laguna Beach: 
From the 1870s 

Wednesday, December 4th, 7:30-9:00 pm 
Carol Viebeck Lloyd 

 The next Laguna Beach Historical Society program will 
be Early Homesteaders of Laguna Beach presented by Carol 
Viebeck Lloyd, great-great-great-granddaughter of Henry 
Rogers, the 5th homesteader of Laguna Beach. The program 
will be on December 4th from 7:30 to 9:30 pm at The Susi Q 
Community Center. The public is invited and there is no 
charge.

Carol will be talking about her early pioneering family and 
how in 1873, her great-great-great-grandfather, Henry Rogers 
came to Orange County from Galena, Illinois, after having 
read advertisements that shared, “California, for better health 
and better climate.” After settling here a bit longer, he soon 
wrote back to his wife, Elisabeth Jane, to “Sell everything, get 
all the family and friends together who want to come, and 
come.” In her talk, Carol will be sharing about how on April 
18, 1874, Henry’s wife, 44 year old Elisabeth arrived with 22 
other family members and friends on the transcontinental 
railroad soon settling in Laguna Beach.  Henry eventually 
acquired 160 acres of land in Laguna in 1878, which stretched 
from Temple Hills to Bluebird Canyon. He became the 5th 
homesteader in Laguna. 

From there, Carol will extend her talk into the life of her great-
great-uncle George Washington Rogers, Henry Roger’s son, 

and his purchasing of 155 ½ acres of the 
downtown Laguna village area in 1881. His 
subdividing the downtown area into 310 lots and 
recording his subdivision at the county courthouse 
on June 2, 1888., his building of the “Old Ranch 

(continued on page 2) 
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Mark Your Calendar 
For Our Upcoming 
Program! 

DECEMBER 4th Program  
Early Homesteaders of  
Laguna Beach: from the 1870s 
Susi Q Community Center 
7:30-9:00 pm  
(doors open at 7:00 pm) 
Bungalow News 
We recently received a 
painting by artist Lucy Jencks 
showing the beach south of 
Sleepy Hollow and Judge 
Cheney’s house. In the 
photograph Judge Cheney’s 
house can also be identified 
perched on the cliff 
overlooking the south point of 
Sleepy Hollow. The 
photograph is labeled 0080 
Old Coast Road. 
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House” on the site which is where the city hall now sits, and stories of his daily life in Laguna with his 
large family will be shared.  

Carol will also be sharing stories about some other early homesteaders in Laguna Beach, along with 
her mother Beryl Wilson Viebeck’s primary research which unearthed the town’s early origins….that 
of the homesteaders. She will also be talking about how her mother not only located her own 
Rogers familys’ homestead records, but also those of all the other 39 original homesteaders. Her 
mother’s subsequent development and creation of Laguna Beach’s Homestead Map in the mid 
1990s was a result of all her hard work and persistent efforts. Having passed a few years ago, her 
mother always said that her time and energy spent on the creation of her homestead map was for 
her family, for the many people of Laguna Beach who love local history, and for all the people who 
came before them. 

The large original map that her mother eventually created will be on display, along with copies of 
the homestead map available for purchase. The total proceeds of the map sales will go to the 
Laguna Beach Historical Society, as her mother had wished. 

Photograph above left:       
The old ranch house that was built by Carol Viebeck Lloyd’s great-great-
uncle George that sits on the site that is currently City Hall 

Photograph above right: 
Carol Viebeck Lloyd’s Great-
great-great-grandfather, Henry 
Rogers who was a 
homesteader of 160 acres from 
Temple Hills over to Bluebird 
Canyon 

Photograph to the right: 
Carol Viebeck Lloyd’s mother, 
Beryl Wilson Vieback 

Image to the left: 
Partial image of Carol’s mother’s 
Laguna Beach Homestead map 
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A Message from our President 
Edward Storke 
The purpose of my message this month is to attempt to 
enumerate and extoll the delights of living in Laguna Beach.  
However, the list was so lengthy that it would take over most 
of this newsletter. Therefore, let me highlight two of our most 
important assets, namely our people and our history. This 
does not lessen the importance of  the plethora of other 
positive factors that make Laguna Beach the home that we 
love. Our people and our history make us what we are.  
Thanks to each of you for your participation and promotion.  
We welcome each of you to send your 2020 annual 
membership now if you haven't done so recently. 
Memberships provide almost all of our operating funds.  We 
have no employees. Volunteers are the heart of our society, 
especially board members and the docents at the Bungalow. 
We welcome memberships of any denomination. An annual 
membership of $500 or more will receive a beautiful 
souvenir bag with a silkscreened image of the Murphy-Smith 
Bungalow on it. Please encourage your friends and 
neighbors to join with us now. 

Laguna Beach Old Sewage 
Disposal Plant Exterior (to the 
left) and Interior (shown 
below.) The back of the interior 
photograph reads: "The 
sewage disposal plant at 
Lagoona, California, is 
architecturally unique. PWA 
funds financed the 
construction of this disposal 
plant." - National Archives and 
Records Administration 

These 
photographs, along 
with historic 
information on The 
New Deal 
architecture and art 
can be found at: 
livingnewdeal.org  
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Become a Docent! 

Becoming a docent with The 
Laguna Beach Historical 
Society is an easy and fun way 
to give back to the community 
and support history. We 
currently have a couple spots 
to fill on the second Sunday of 
each month and the fourth 
Friday. Please contact us if you 
are interested! 

Fast Facts: The 
Digester Building 

• It was built in 1934. 
• The building treated sewage 

until the mid 1980s. 
• The silo houses about 

60,000 gallons of sewage 
leftover from when it was in 
operation. 

• Loans and grants from the 
Public Works Administration 
(PWA), a New Deal agency, 
combined with local bond 
money covered the 
$165,838 needed to build 
the digester during the 
depression era. 

• On March 10, 2015, our 
society hosted a 
presentation on the New 
Deal’s impact in Orange 
County. 
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Members 
Historian Platinum/ 
Corporate Members 
$1000 and above 

Mary Lynn Lowry 
Charlie Quilter 
Dave Walker 

Historian Patron  
$500 and above

Alizabeth Arciniaga/The Stand 
Don Crevier/ 
Crevier Family Foundation 
Robert & Nancy Englund 
Cathy Fry 
Laguna Beach Festival of the Arts 
John and Karen Nootbar 
Jeffrey & Linda Jahraus 
Karen & Matt Smith 
Barbara Sparkuhl 
Ed Storke 

Historian Friend  
$100 and above

Kate & Robert Adams 
Roger & Mary Alderson 
Andy Alison 
Joseph Ambrose Jr. 
Jay & Gertrud Andrus 
Chris & Patti Appel 
Wayne & Faye Baglin 
Andrew Ball 
Curt and Jan Bartsch 
Leigh Bell 
Jerry Bieser 
Leslie Blumberg 
Bob & Vicki Borthwick 
Meriam Braselle 
Ann Christoph 
Andy Coyle 
John & Stephanie Cunningham 
Leslie Daff 
Gregg DeNicola MD 
Karen & Roger Dennis 
Sandy Desmond 
Michael & Sharon Donoff 
Ellen & James Dovey 
Bonnie Drury 
Susan Elliott 
Emerald Bay 
Community Association 
Carolyn Hobert Fisch 
Josie Fox 

Richard and Anne Frank 
Mary Williams & Pat Gallis 
Jon Garmshausen 
Katherine Gilbank 
Jane Golden 
Ed & Kathy Gould 
Morrie & Barbara Granger 
Groupfire 
Willa Gupta 
Arnold & Bonnie Hano 
Healthcare Information 
Management 
Thomas Heffernan 
Richard Holder & Barbara 
Dresel 
John Hoover 
Jerry & Renee Hornbeak 
Donald & Lona Ingwerson 
Patrick Jackson  
Susan & Joseph Jahraus 
Jane Janz 
Eric Jessen 
Marvin & Anne Johnson 
Mark and Kelly Johnson 
Korey Jorgensen MD 
Trudy Josephson 
Betty L. Kelly 
Kep & Diane Keplinger 
Penny King 
Eric & Laurie Kirkland 
David and Karen Lagrew 
Tom & Vickie Lamb 
Anders Lasater 
Jon Leonoudakis 
Randy Lewis 
Brent & Diane Liljestrom 
Christopher Lill 
Jeff Loge 
Joan W. Lowell 
Carol Viebeck Lloyd 
James & Carolyn Lyons 
Greg MacGillivray 
Jared & Kathryn Mathis 
Glenna Matthews 
Judy McKay 
Gordon & Kathleen McKinzie 
Ed Merrilees 
Lindy Narver 
Peter N. Pero 
Ron Ploof 
Angela Popowa 
Joseph & Jan Praske 
Barbara Ring 
Dan Satterthwaite 
Laurie Sanders 
Lester & Lori Savit 

Charles Schoen 
Marvina Shilling 
Teryll Sindell 
Nelda Stone 
Gil & Judy Thibault 
Lindsay Tognetti 
Village Laguna 
Gayle Waite 
Robert L. Ward 
Warren Watkins 
Barbara Wick 
Robert & Robin Zur Schmeide 

Board of Directors 
Ed Storke  
President 
Nelda Stone  
Secretary 
Gregg DeNicola MD 
Johanna Ellis 
Anne Frank 
John Hoover 
Jane Janz 
Eric Jessen 
Diane Keplinger 
Jeff Loge 
Karen Lagrew 
Glenna Matthews 
Heidi Miller 
Laurie Sanders 

We want to thank you for your past 
financial support and encourage you 
to consider upgrading to the next 
level of support. We are determined 
to preserve and protect the Historical 
Archives of Laguna Beach including 
photographs as well as provide 
quarterly guest speaker events, and an 
annual Laguna Beach Historical 
Society Scholarship to an outstanding 
Laguna Beach High School graduating 
Senior.  

The bungalow in Laguna Beach is our 
home but we have a goal of increasing 
our needed space to increase 
exposure, for the hosting of historically 
significant events displaying more 
historical photographs and books, 
etc... Your increased contributions may 
help us reach the goal of a permanent 
location more suited for hosting 
guests and visitors of Laguna Beach.
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Become a Member: 
$25 for Historian (Individual) 
 
$100 for Historian Friend (Individual, Business, Organization) 
 
$500 for Historian Patron (Individual, Business, Organization) 

$1,000 for Historian Platinum/Corporate Membership 
 (Individual, Business, Organization) 
  

Online donations gratefully accepted now by PayPal or credit card on our website at: 
lagunabeachhistory.org 
You can also mail this form with your check to: 
Laguna Beach Historical Society 
278 Ocean Avenue 
Laguna Beach, CA  92651 

Name and/or Business: _______________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
Email Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

The Laguna Beach Historical Society is a section 501 (c) non-profit organization. 
Tax ID #33-0519882 

Other Ways to Support Laguna’s History: 
Amazon Smile 
• We would be honored if you would choose Laguna Beach Historical Society  
    as your "designated charity” on Amazon. 
• Be sure to always start at AmazonSmile.com when you shop at Amazon.  
• It costs you nothing extra and you will be supporting our organization –Thank you! 

Ralph’s Community Contribution Program
• The Historical Society is now enrolled in the Ralph’s/Food 4 Less/Foods Co. Community Contribution 

Program. 
• To register, simply go online to www.ralphs.com. 
• Make sure to have your rewards card handy, choose The Laguna Beach Historical Society as your 

organization. 
• If you do not have a Rewards Card, they are available at the customer service desk at any store. 
• If you are new to ralphs.com online, please click on the top right: no account and register. 
• You will receive an e-mail when you register your new account. 
• Walk through the steps and enter our Ralph’s Non Profit Organization (NPO) # - KC415. 
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http://lagunabeachhistory.org
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FAmazonSmile.com%2F&h=ATPIEUuH63KH1qzOv_LJ5iYwNwShSvt9UZqMhaEQwvDUBNTySPFOW0YMWcTGoAp5fDQ6YNMqEOK_86hfXLLHZFGXmHoq3y5jYWGEqzdhiq5V0FdtPSAzeqWdAElskfy0tzEgOM7xIzlIZfQF-ngDdmk6K8kY9OWxlUEfBy632fUAyGbd7oSD1HJonurQeMqxoAuBOB5NXWE-MnKZmXhN3HYbLTz7C0yAL_q9Bw-DQQD7qDIiP8IipBuLTuZ4LnU9FDoNnbZhqL3gwcsQutVooU0MBdN3WMyodgEclCVI9KO-nwSZPGvPWA
http://www.ralphs.com
http://ralphs.com
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Laguna Beach Historical Society  
278 Ocean Avenue  
Laguna Beach, CA  92651 

If you prefer to receive this newsletter by email, drop us a line at info@lagunabeachhistory.org. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

A Special Note to our Loyal Members: 
With your support, we are able to maintain our beloved Murphy Smith Bungalow, present 

historical programs, send this newsletter, and host other events — thank you! 

Visit us on You Tube: Laguna Beach Historical Society 
Visit our Website: lagunabeachhistory.org 

Contact us at: info@lagunabeachhistory.org 

We would be honored if you would follow us on  
Facebook and Instagram
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