
 

The History of South Orange 
County’s First Hospital 

Thursday, January 9th, 7:30-9:00 pm 
Drs. David Lagrew, Woody White and George Harper 

On January 9th at 7:30 pm, The Laguna Beach Historical 
Society will present a program on the rich history of South 
Laguna's hospital which opened as the 74 bed South Coast 
Community Hospital in 1959. Today it has developed into 
Mission Hospital, Laguna Beach, with over 200 beds. The 
presentation will be given by three physicians: Dr. David 
Lagrew, Dr. Woody 
White, and Dr. George 
Harper.  

The realization of the 
hospital begins in 1953 
with the death of a 
popular policeman, 
Gordon French, who 
bled to death from a 
gunshot wound and a 
general community 
concern of the 
vulnerability of residents 
in growing south county. 
A combination of city 
leaders, community 
leaders, celebrities and grass roots support would convert a 
land donation from the James Irvine Foundation at the behest 
of its president Myford Irvine and make it one of Laguna's 
most important community assets. 

Photograph above: The iconic curved structure of the hospital 
which we now know as Mission Hospital, Laguna Beach 
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Mark Your Calendar 
For Our Upcoming 
Program! 

JANUARY 9th Program  
The History of South Orange 
County’s First Hospital 
Susi Q Community Center 
7:30-9:00 pm  
(doors open at 7:00 pm) 

Photograph above: Gordon 
French, the fallen Laguna Beach 
police officer who, after his death, 
prompted the need for a closer 
hospital. 
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The presentation will cover the important 
personalities and events of the medical 
center. It will include the story of how the 
local community hospital grew into a four 
building campus.  Details of the events 
and pressures of healthcare changes 
which led to two major health systems to 
buy and reform the hospital into the 
modern facility to meet community needs 
will be presented. The stories of local 
physicians who worked at the center and 
had ties to actual history will be of 
particular interest in telling of the history 
of this hospital. 
  

Please join us for the historical look into Laguna's history in healthcare. 

Photograph above left: A newspaper clipping provided from hospital  
archives showing John Weld and Myford Irvine. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Message from our 
President 
Edward Storke 
My sincere wishes to you and yours for a 
wonderful holiday season. May peace and joy be 
with all our members and friends. A special 
thank you to all our volunteers and board 
members. If you haven't renewed your 
membership recently, please renew soon for the 
2020 calendar year. It hardly seems possible that 
it will be 2020. 

All Laguna Beach Historical Society programs are being held at the Susi Q Center from 7:30 pm to 
9pm, with doors opening at 7pm. We looking forward to seeing you!  

Mark your calendars! The following are the first three programs in the new year: 

Thursday, January 9th: Dr. David Lagrew, Dr. Woody White and Dr. George Harper will present the 
history of South Orange County’s first hospital. 
Thursday, March 5th: Bob Borthwick will present the history of the 1935 Laguna Beach Sewage 
Treatment Plant, also known as the Laguna Beach Digester. 
Tuesday in May (TBA): The History of the Pacific Marine Mammal Center in Laguna Beach Canyon   
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Members: 
Historian Platinum/ Corporate 
Members 
$1000 and above 
Mary Lynn Lowry 
Chris Quilter 
Dave Walker 

Historian Patron  
$500 and above
The Stand Natural Foods 
Don Crevier/Crevier Family Foundation 
Robert & Nancy Englund 
Cathy Fry 
Laguna Beach Festival of the Arts 
John and Karen Nootbar 
Jeffrey & Linda Jahraus 
Karen & Matt Smith 
Barbara Sparkuhl 
Ed Storke 

Historian Friend  
$100 and above
Kate & Robert Adams 
Roger & Mary Alderson 
Andy Alison 
Joseph Ambrose Jr. 
Jay & Gertrud Andrus 
Chris & Patti Appel 
Wayne & Faye Baglin 
Andrew Ball 
Curt and Jan Bartsch 
Leigh Bell 
Jerry Bieser 
Leslie Blumberg 
Bob & Vicki Borthwick 
Edward Brancard 
Meriam Braselle 
Ronald Chilcote Family Trust 
Ann Christoph 
Andy Coyle 
John & Stephanie Cunningham 
Leslie Daff 
Gregg DeNicola MD 
Karen & Roger Dennis 
Sandy Desmond 
Michael & Sharon Donoff 

Ellen & James Dovey 
Bonnie Drury 
Susan Elliott 
Emerald Bay Community Association 
Carolyn Hobert Fisch 
Josie Fox 
Richard and Anne Frank 
Mary Williams & Pat Gallis 
Jon Garmshausen 
Katherine Gilbank 
Jane Golden 
Ed & Kathy Gould 
Morrie & Barbara Granger 
Groupfire 
Willa Gupta 
Arnold & Bonnie Hano 
Healthcare Information Management 
Thomas Heffernan 
Richard Holder & Barbara Dresel 
John Hoover 
Jerry & Renee Hornbeak 
Donald & Lona Ingwerson 
Patrick Jackson 
Susan & Joseph Jahraus 
Jane Janz 
Eric Jessen 
Marvin & Anne Johnson 
Mark and Kelly Johnson 
Korey Jorgensen MD 
Trudy Josephson 
Betty L. Kelly 
Kep & Diane Keplinger 
Penny King 
Eric & Laurie Kirkland 
David and Karen Lagrew 
Tom & Vickie Lamb 
Anders Lasater 
Jon Leonoudakis 
Randy Lewis 
Brent & Diane Liljestrom 
Christopher Lill 
Jeff Loge 
Joan W. Lowell 
Carol Viebeck Lloyd 
James & Carolyn Lyons 
Greg MacGillivray 
Jared & Kathryn Mathis 

Glenna Matthews 
Judy McKay 
Gordon & Kathleen McKinzie 
Ed Merrilees 
Lindy Narver 
Peter N. Pero 
Ron Ploof 
Angela Popowa 
Joseph & Jan Praske 
Barbara Ring 
Dan Satterthwaite 
Laurie Sanders 
Lester & Lori Savit 
Charles Schoen 
Marvina Shilling 
Teryll Sindell 
Nelda Stone 
Gil & Judy Thibault 
Lindsay Tognetti 
Village Laguna 
Gayle Waite 
Robert L. Ward 
Warren Watkins 
Barbara Wick 
Robert & Robin Zur Schmeide 

Board of Directors: 
Ed Storke 
President 

Nelda Stone 
Secretary 

Gregg DeNicola MD 
Johanna Ellis 
Anne Frank 
John Hoover 
Jane Janz 
Eric Jessen 
Diane Keplinger 
Jeff Loge 
Karen Lagrew 
Glenna Matthews 
Heidi Miller 
Laurie Sanders 

Become a Member: 
$25 for Historian (Individual) 
$100 for Historian Friend (Individual, Business, Organization) 
$500 for Historian Patron (Individual, Business, Organization) 
$1000 for Historian Platinum/Corporate Membership (Individual, Business, Organization) 
Online donations gratefully accepted now by PayPal or credit card on our website at: lagunabeachhistory.org 

You can also mail this form with your check to: 
Laguna Beach Historical Society 
278 Ocean Avenue 
Laguna Beach, CA  92651 
Name and/or Business: ___________________________________ Email Address: ________________________ 

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Laguna Beach Historical Society is a section 501 (c) non-profit organization. Tax ID #33-0519882 

http://lagunabeachhistory.org
http://lagunabeachhistory.org


 
Laguna Beach Historical Society 
278 Ocean Avenue  
Laguna Beach, CA  92651 

If you prefer to receive this newsletter by email, drop us a line at info@lagunabeachhistory.org. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

A Special Note to our Loyal Members: 
With your support, we are able to maintain our beloved Murphy Smith Bungalow, present 

historical programs, send this newsletter, and host other events — thank you! 

Visit us on You Tube: Laguna Beach Historical Society 
Visit our Website: lagunabeachhistory.org 

Contact us at: info@lagunabeachhistory.org 

We would be honored if you would follow us on  
Facebook and Instagram
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